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Biography – Christian Classen, CSO of the Sanner Group  

 

Christian Classen has served as Chief Sales Officer (CSO) of the Sanner Group since 
October 2022, overseeing the company’s global Sales, Marketing, and Product 
Management functions. He is a member of the Executive Leadership Team and reports 
directly to CEO Stefan Verheyden. 

Classen began his professional career in 1991 as an industrial clerk at office supplier Colora in 
Frankenthal, Germany, where he initially worked in Controlling. He then joined EM-Technik in 
Maxdorf as a Key Account Manager, serving industrial customers in high-performance plastics. 
In parallel, he pursued a part-time degree in Business Administration & Economics at the VWA 
Rhein-Neckar in cooperation with the University of Mannheim, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts 
in 2000. 

From 2002 to 2010, Classen held various roles at Georg Fischer Piping Systems, beginning as 
International Product Manager for fluoropolymer systems. In 2005, he took on the responsibility 
of establishing a new business unit for medical technology as Head of Business Development. 
He later served as Head of Sales & Marketing and member of the Executive Board at Riwisa AG 
(Switzerland) and as part of the European leadership team at Nolato Medical Solutions (Sweden), 
where he drove strategic business development in medical plastics. 

Prior to joining Sanner, Classen spent four years at Phillips-Medisize, a U.S.-based medical 
technology specialist, as Director Sales & Marketing Europe. He was also a member of the 
company’s Global Commercial Leadership Team. 

With more than 25 years of international leadership experience in the plastics and medical 
technology sectors, Classen combines deep technical expertise with a proven track record in 
commercial transformation, sustainable growth, and the successful integration of international 
acquisitions. 
 
 
About Sanner  

 
Sanner GmbH was founded in 1894. Headquartered in Germany with best-in-class manufacturing facilities across 
Germany, France, Hungary, China, and the U.S., Sanner has successively developed from a global market leader 
for desiccant closures and effervescent tablet packaging into a sought-after provider of customized solutions in the 
areas of medical devices and diagnostics, pharmaceuticals, and consumer healthcare. Today, Sanner supplies its 
products to more than 150 countries globally and has more than 820 employees. In November 2021, GHO Capital, 
Europe’s leading specialist investor in healthcare, acquired a majority stake in Sanner to partner with the fourth 
generation of the Sanner family to continue to support the growth of the company with a specific focus on 
transforming Sanner into a global MedTech CDMO.  
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Media contact  

 
Commha Consulting GmbH & Co. KG Annette Crowther  

Poststraße 48  
69115 Heidelberg Germany  
Tel. +49 (0)6221 18779-27  
sanner@commhaconsulting.com 


